
Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission:

ORDINANCE 2003-300

AN ORDINANCE MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, THE JACKSONVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION AND JESSE L. & ROSA L. WILCOX D/B/A FOR YOUR CHILD ONLY DAY CARE CENTERS  (“DEVELOPER”); SAID AGREEMENT AUTHORIZING A LOAN TOTALING $240,000; APPROPRIATING $240,000 FROM THE NORTHWEST JACKSONVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FUND TO FUND ACQUISITION OF LAND AND BUILDING BY THE DEVELOPER PURSUANT TO SAID REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, by Executive Orders, the City has established a Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Advisory Committee (“Committee”) to assist in the development, establishment and administration of projects utilizing the infrastructure requirements of the City of Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, Ordinance 2002-1164-E of the Council for the City of Jacksonville (hereinafter “Council”) established the rules and or guidelines for funding projects to promote economic development in the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund area, and provides that the City will contract with an Applicant to implement any project receiving City funds; and  



WHEREAS, Small Business Development Initiative (“SBDI”) Guidelines are established to include the following:

(a) Stimulate small business investment within the target area that adds to the tax base;

(b) provide capital for business start-ups and expansion by area residents;

(c) create new service and retail businesses to support target neighborhoods;

(d) create access to jobs for area residents; 


WHEREAS, Developer, through its Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund Application submitted to the City, has indicated to the City, the JEDC and the Committee, that community redevelopment assistance for the undertaking of the Project is necessary to make the Project economically and financially feasible, and therefore necessary to induce Developer to expand its business at the Project Site; and


WHEREAS, the purposes of the Committee and the undertakings authorized in this Ordinance are to promote economic development in an area of the City in need of same and the other public purposes as set forth in the Project Summary dated February 20, 2003, which is attached hereto; and


WHEREAS, the JEDC has reviewed the Application submitted by Developer for community redevelopment, and, together with representatives of the City, negotiated the Redevelopment Agreement, and, based upon the contents of the Redevelopment Agreement, has determined the Redevelopment Agreement and the uses contemplated therein to be in the public interest, and has determined that the public actions and financial assistance contemplated in the Redevelopment Agreement take into account and give consideration to the long-term public interests and public interest benefits to be achieved by the City; and


WHEREAS, the Developer, JEDC and the Committee have requested the City and JEDC to enter into a Redevelopment Agreement in substantially the form dated February 13, 2003, which is on file with the Legislative Services Division; and 


WHEREAS, the rules for funding small business development initiatives to promote economic development in the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund area provides that the City will contract with an Applicant to implement a Project as set forth in a Redevelopment Agreement; and now, therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:



Section 1.
 Findings. It is hereby ascertained, determined, found and declared as follows:


A. 
The recitals set forth herein are true and correct.


B.

The Project Site (generally described as a 4,000 S.F. building located at 6101 Avenue B, and as more particularly described in the Redevelopment Agreement to be used for the Project) is presently being leased on a month to month basis by the Developer, and the acquisition of it will stabilize the location of the small business and allow the business to expand to benefit the City and its citizens. 


C.
 The Project will promote and enhance redevelopment of the City’s Northwest Area; the City's assistance for the Project will enable the small business to purchase the project site and stabilize the small business enabling the business to expand; the Project will enhance and increase the City's tax base and revenues; and the Project is necessary and appropriate in order to maintain and develop the City as a viable urban community, and otherwise meet the objectives and serve the public purposes of the various provisions of the Florida Statutes, and in order to prevent and retard the spread of unemployment, underemployment, depressed property values, poverty, crime and to preserve and enhance the tax base and revenues required to provide essential public protection, services and facilities, to promote and foster the urban development and economic growth and development of the City, to increase economic diversification in the City, to improve the quality of life necessary to encourage and attract business expansion and community redevelopment in the City, to preserve and provide for the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City, and otherwise to serve, promote and further public purposes.


D. 
Enhancement of the City's tax base and revenues are matters of State and City policy and State and City concern in order that the State and its counties and municipalities, including the City, shall not continue to be endangered by unemployment, underemployment, economic recession, poverty, crime and disease, and consume an excessive proportion of the State and City revenues because of the extra services required for police, fire, accident, health care, elderly care, charity care, hospitalization, public housing and housing assistance, and other forms of public protection, services and facilities.


E.

The provision of the City's assistance as identified in the Redevelopment Agreement is necessary and appropriate to make the Project feasible; and the City's assistance is reasonable and not excessive, taking into account the needs of the Developer to make the Project economically and financially feasible, and the extent of the public benefits expected to be derived from the Project, and taking into account all other forms of assistance available.


F.  The Developer is qualified to operate and expand the business, in accordance with the Redevelopment Agreement.   


G.  The authorizations provided by this Ordinance are for public uses and purposes for which the City may use its powers as a municipality and as a political subdivision of the State of Florida and may expend public funds, and the necessity in the public interest for the provisions herein enacted is hereby declared as a matter of legislative determination.

H. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 163, 166 and Chapter 125, Florida Statutes, as amended, the City’s Charter, and other applicable provisions of law.


I.

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 163, 166 and Chapter 125, Florida Statutes, as amended, the City’s Charter, and other applicable provisions of law. 


Section 2.  Redevelopment Agreement.
The Mayor and Corporation Secretary are authorized to enter into a Redevelopment Agreement between the City of Jacksonville, the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission (JEDC) and Jesse L. and Rosa L. Wilcox d/b/a For Your Child Only Day Care Centers (Developer), substantially in the form dated February 13, 2003, which is on file with the Council Secretary (with such “technical” changes as herein authorized), for the purpose of implementing the recommendations of the Northwest Jacksonville Area Economic Development Fund Advisory Committee and the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission, that a $240,000 loan be approved for the purpose of funding the acquisition of the land and building improvements of the Victory Land Day Care Center located at 6101 Avenue B, Jacksonville, Florida, and as said purposes are further described in the Project Summary dated February 20, 2003, which is attached hereto.  

 The JEDC shall administer the Redevelopment Agreement. Such Redevelopment Agreement may include such additions, deletions and changes as may be reasonable, necessary and incidental for carrying out the purposes thereof, as may be acceptable to the Mayor, or his designee, with such inclusion and acceptance being evidenced by execution of the Redevelopment Agreement by the Mayor or his designee.  No modification to the Redevelopment Agreement may increase the financial obligations or the liability to the City and any such modification shall be technical only and shall be subject to appropriate legal review and approval of the General Counsel, or his designee, and all other appropriate action required by law (“technical” is herein defined as including, but not limited to, legal descriptions and surveys, ingress and egress, easements and rights of way, schedule and scope of performance and development, design standards, access and site plan).



Section 3. Grants; Appropriation and Payment.  There is appropriated from the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund the amounts from the account listed in subsection (a) to the account listed in subsection (b) for the purpose of implementing the acquisition and reimbursing the Developer for building  improvements:

(See BT# 143 attached hereto)

(a) 
Appropriated from:


NW Small Business Development Initiative 


Acct. # JECP353ED-06505 JEE001-06
  


$240,000

 (b) 
Appropriated to:


Victory Land Day Care Center 


Acct. # JECP353ED-06505


  


$240,000

(c) The purpose of this appropriation is further described in the above referenced Project Summary dated February 20, 2003, which is attached hereto, and all costs in excess of the City’s contribution of $240,000 will be paid by Developer.

(d) All loan repayments (including interest) shall be deposited into the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund.


Section 4. Further Authorizations.  The Mayor, or his designee, and the Corporation Secretary and the Chairman of JEDC, or his designee, are hereby authorized to execute the Redevelopment Agreement and all other contracts and documents and otherwise take all necessary action in connection therewith and herewith.  The Executive Director of the JEDC, as contract administrator, is authorized to negotiate and execute all necessary changes and amendments to the Redevelopment Agreement and other contracts and documents, to effectuate the purposes of this Ordinance, without further Council action, provided such changes and amendments are limited to "technical amendments" and do not change the financial obligations between the parties and, further provided, that all such amendments shall be subject to appropriate legal review and approval by the General Counsel, or his designee, and all other appropriate official action required by law.  The term "technical amendments" as used in this section shall include, but not be limited to, changes in legal descriptions and surveys, description of infrastructure improvements and/or any road project, ingress and egress, easements and right of ways, schedules and scope of performance and development, design standards, vehicles access and site plan, which have no financial impact.



Section 5.
 Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

/s/ C. William Curtis, III






Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by:
C. William Curtis, III

G:\shared\LEGIS.CC\Curtis\VICTORY LAND Ordinance.doc
3
7

